Queft. 1- Ww” fo litele care us taken for the Converfien of 
Turks and Pagans to Chriftianity, fince the 
world feems fo xealows for Religion, and fo warm even in Circum- 
fiantials? é, 
Aufw. We with the latter part of the Queftion did not 
roo well refolve the former, it being as true, as obvious an ob- 
fervation, that thofe who are moft zealcus for one, we mean 
che circumftances, or garniture of Religion, are gencrally re- 
mifs, and wegligent enough in the other ; and as carelels 
as any what becomes of thar it felf. This over-warmth for 
external, and le/s effentia! matters, like feverith heats in the ex- 
‘rremmities of the body, leave the internal and more noble 
arts deftixuce of their neceflary vigour. °Tis in vain to 
talk of Coxverting Tarks and Pagans, while we, who call our 
felves Chriftians, are worfe than Pagans and Turks, both 
in our felves, and co one another; nay, while all Im- 
moralicies reign asnong us, which both hinder us from ta- 
king any fach care, and. if we would, render it altogether 
inefle&ual.. And Jaftly, while what's worfe than Paga- 
nifm, bas almoft overfpread all Chrifiendom, namely , 
down-right Atheifm, or what's as near as men can poflibly 
go for their own Confctences. So that, as things are, there 
ieems but too much reafon for aQueltion propofed by a 
perfon of a great deal of wit.to a Gentleman of Quality , 
who had caus'd his Black co be Bapriz’d —— Why \he had 
tpoyl'd aGood Heatbon——-fince even the Light of Nature 
reaches, toabhor the Manners of coo many Chriftians. But 
{uppofing any. fuch care co be taken, it muft either be b 
the Papifis or us. For the Proteftants, it may be faid, 
their Enemies have kept them too full of imployment , 
and jnft ftruggling for heir own Lives ail over Europe , 
ever fince the Reformation, and there wou'd be fomething 
of Truth in this—— but ic muft be own'd, we have, not- 
withftanding this, found time and means 0 corre(pond 
even with the remote? parts of the earth, where wealth or 


profit call’d ns, may fometimes where only, zevenge. But _ 


‘would puzzle a good Hifforian to givean account of the 
Voyages, Expeditions or Embafiits which have been made on 
purpofe to promote, of iplane the Chriftian Faith among 
the Heathens. \For the Papifis,cheir Orders, and efpeci- 
ally the Jefuits have,like the Phariftes, compaft Sea and Land 
to make ont Proftlte —mweppom But then, a5 the Satyrift, not 
more. tartly chan truely obferves, their xeal generally wants 
the Sun to marm.and ripen it, it extremely agrees with the 
ric and fertile partsofthe earth ;-and a.man.may con- 
ful the Acts of the Society,,or aay other amongf{t ’em long 
enough, before he hears of any Miflions fent to the poor 
forrem Saxcotids, or attempts made forithe converfion of 
Greenland. | ) 

neft. 2. VV vether Snakes kept tame are burefull by nature? 
Anjo. Our Englith Snakes are oncly perfect barmli/s 
worms , withno more malignity.in ‘em than Erafmus his 
Lizards, as now almoft: every Plowman and Old woman 
‘enows. That which appears fo dreadfully out of its 
mouth, and which it,brandifhes fo like: a Sing, is onely a 
poor innocent Tongue, more: foft, if poflible, chan any 
filken.threed: Jt has teeth, but sever bites any thing, 
though never fo highly. provoked, nolefs it be irs Bran, in 
which itis aufually kepr,sor the top of a httle Grafs.tn the 

‘fields, when let: loofévo 
experience in fome ofthe 
have’ been shore then a. yard long, and proporaonably 
bulky, which; when ariger’d, would hifsjand leap at any 
thing,but never doanydnjary. Wehan’e yet had oppor- 
tonity.2o examin their Teeth, whether there 4s any Saliva 
~— which we warn the Rea- 


largeft of their kind,which 


of Vipers, they have felt no further ee, fo Yo? 


it felfithere. This we have : 


Anfw. We ate apt to believe they are the fame ; 
caule thofe Land-Snakes which we ode feen tame, ioe 
fhewed any watcr, have very freely taken to it, and {wim 
excellently well, bearing themfelves up on their Train 
much more high and lofty, and feemingly with more cate, 
than in that protrufive motion which they afe when ob 
the other Element. We have allo (een thofe, which they 
call Water-Snakes, in old holes of Banks, in Pools and 
warm Ponds and Ditches, funning themfelves in the wa- 
ter as the other ; if other, they be by Land, but could ne- 
ver perceive any difference in cheir pe, colour, or mo- 
tion: for which reafon, we believe ‘tis the fame Creature 
and of an amphibious nature. ; 


\ 


A Letter fent 4s, upon our Explication of 
Pfalm 133.v. 5. which being a ColleGion of 
fo great Pains and Care, we are willing to com- 
municate it to the Learned, our defign being not 
fo much our own, as the Publick Good. 


Gentlemen ; 


~ Explication of P/al. 133. v. 3d. hath produced 
thefe Notes thereon. The Fext, in my opinion, is 
truly Tranflated, in our laft Tranflation ; accor ing to the 

roper and. se eeees of the Hebrew T: ; which 

ing very concife, hath innumerable Elliptical Senreti¢es 
thar mut be filled up with theSence that is moft plai 
and obvious ; and amongft other ways, this isone, whi 
the nature of this Language requireth, that is, to have 
word fland in the place of rwo; that by the Repetiion 
thereof, the Zixt may be plain, as it isin this place, and 
— others obferved by the Rabbies, who beft under- 
a the nature of their own Language, and its proper 
Idiom, 

Rabbi David Kimcbi thus explains this Text, As the dew 


of Hermon,¢s’e, E='IW TDPI.4D IY Sw Xe tal 


Omead po Shinim: This word Ketal, as the dew, 
ftands in place of two; that ts, ought to be repeat. 
ed as he Explains it. 


YW Aw Svo) fon, Sud sR tos 

AVS MVD Ke ile amar. ketal Hermon ‘Wketal Shejored al 
hartrée Sion : asif he fhould fay, 4s the dew ef Hermon, and 
as the dew that defcendeth upon the Mewntaizs of Sion. 

The, like he obferveth on Pfal. 94, 18! For thi needy 
fall not always be forgotten, the expecRation of the poor {ball not 
perth for ever, This laft word not, is mor exprefly in the 
Original, any more than the word Ketal,’ as the dew, Was 
before: but it is tobe fupplied by the Sence, and fo Kim. 
(bi faith on this place alfo, APD N'Y Sw Rd 


' ! 


To)3w this word, lo bere, mentioned, ftanderh in the 
place of two PIDIPO AIAWNI WIM IMID TY 


.,and f is the manner of the Tongue’ in many places. 


The hike is ufed, Numb. 4. 15. Jab 3°+'20,. 26 CAPs 31. 
20, Prov. 30.3- Deut,.7.25.. 2 Chron. t9,.20¢ Compare 
1 King. 10. 21, fo Kimcbi fappoleth His. v. 3. tobe 


ead? and like,to owe Zext is Pfal.18.31. P/.49.v.8, 9,20, 


2 S4m. 21. 16, Aegting gurdid witha new Sword, is 
fapplyed, for fo i fhould be ; Dereon, Km | ichus sm ne 


Supplying therty «Sword. FWD OND VINOD 


“FINS A 9° like unto Exh, 34. 3. Ze cat she fat 
_as much jas co fay, ther fat fhep. 


Trade f ‘em, bice off one of sheit heads while ~ 
hay hare ben ln. eng itten-by Camvatthe fame ~ 
“athe se | a 


‘ ae cm 
alt * : - 


fe foe. POTN DY 
MVDIPH AWD And this is che way of the Scriprare 


y 


here.) OIYNHS wry 
“apd” 


€ defet is to be’ orf 


h Pia. 93. 10, Waters of a 


to be 
| 


* 


in, many, places, ( of which he gives more, Inf}ances, elie. 


! 


‘4 


>, ee 


~, _ 


eS IPH yD ANS 19ND 1S N20 

‘ =) and the words NID '1) Ws- 
a “4 a aT aemamive sand ce as auch as 
if he ‘tia fay, and Watos of 4 full Cup: eccording to 
the defe& ufed im Ezek 34. 3- and like unto another a- 
éd Catt.4.2. A flock of Sheep 


that ave even (horn: here 
Sheep is defe&tive, and is fupplied by Aden Ezra: with 
other like herewnco, 


a Kimcin,and Aben Ezva, on this laft 
Tixt, and elfewhere, give Inftances : Several of which 
Buxtorf hath Colleéted in his Tisfaurus Grammaticus, p. mi-~ 
bi, 315, 315, 317- de anomalins in convenicntia nomirus * Ae 
jnine, and eliewhere. Thus much I choughr at prevent 
efough co Jultifie our Tranflacion, inrepearing, ana Yin c- 
“By fapplying the Sence with the words, 41d as the aw: 
which, tf you think convenient co tnferrim a future Mevch- 
ry, is at your dipole : fo, to do orherwite, | defire it may 
rurned to me. 
=a marhmart { think it may not be much amifsto Tranflate 
what Kimchi further faich on this Verfe, Pfal. 133-0. 3°— 
and he mentioneth Hermon, ic being one of the great 
Mountains of the Land of Ifreel, as “tis faid, Tabor ana Her- 
mon (hall fing, Sc. and he mentions the Mountains of Sion, 
becaufe there the Kingdom fhould be. And he faith 
Mountains, in the plural, as ‘ris faid , The Mountatns are 
round about Jerujalem And before he {pake of Oil, -a St 
militude belonging to the Chicf Prieft, but now he men- 
tions Dew, which is an Emblem of a King, as it is writ- 
ren, The wrath of a King us as the roaring of @ Lyon, and bis 
favour is like Dev upon herbs. ae 
And moreover, becaufe that deliverance is like unto 
dew, as tis (aid, As a dew from the Lord, &c. And he men- 
tions Dew upon the Mountains, becaufe on them it is a blef- 
fing , and rhey have more need of it chen valleys and 
plain ground: And he menrions Sion, for there, viz. on 
tin Mouxtains of Sion the Lord hath commanded a bléffing, and 
there be hath commanded life for evermore: and the meaning 
of, for ever, may be a long time, as “ets written, For as the 
days of a Tite [hall bethe days of my peop'e, and mine lett 
fhall lang enjoy toe work of their bands of the meaning of it 
may be forever. And (peaking in the beginoing of che 
(alm, of the dew.which defcendeib upon Mount Sion, which, 
faith he, is more blefled chen all. the dew which. comes 
down on all che world. Thus far Kimchi: and indeed 
the blefimg and love of God to Sion, his Charch and Peo- 
ple, is beyond all that 1s in the World. 
To conclude, The love | bear to the Truth and Puri- 
ty of rhe Scripture on the one hand, and the Modefty 
wherein your Opinion is delivered on the other, encoura- 
ged and occafioned thefe brief Meditations from, 


Your Unknown Friend and Servant, 
. . W. 


Queft. 4, Suppose a Fear, a Mahometan,a-Ch. of England- 
man, at Anavaptift, a Quaker, anda Muggletonian, all ivving 
together in one Houft peaceably, and according to their own Prin- 
ciples — May they npt all expett Happinds after this Life > 

Axfw. It’s pity the Querift did not pur io an Aritift too, 
to have madeit. upa perfect Number. But howcver there 
are enough of emialready, aud he muft be.a Laticudina- 
riaz with aewitnefs, and his Chagicy have gor the ftare of 
his Chriftianity, who can hope well of all choice here put 
together? Ir'serue, that in (mailer and lefs Effenrial 
Marters we may well hope Heaven 1s, more mergtiul to 
vis thafi we are co OMe another. Burt fome of thefe mutt 
certainly -be tote Carlo, diftant from others, and -tho™/c- 
veral Perfons may come to the fame place, who take fome- 
what different Roads se one wa means Kot aod 
Precip! and another all befparters and tires hiinf 
th see} Way, anda fuithet’ Compl about, ‘yer "tis 
impoffible chofé who rake quite contrary Roads fhou'd 


ever meer— we mean In Heaven, for on Earth they may, 
but they muft firft go over hole Globe. To'exa- 
mine thofe different and R@ligions the Querift men- 


tions,we of the Charch of England have an excellent Faith; 
and we are fure it ought not rogive Offence thar we 
with our Works berter, at leaft, of many who know 
litcle elfe but the Name of their Church, and expe thar 
alone fhou’d fave em, The Articles of our Ghurch have 
indeed already anfwer'd this Queftion for moft of the reé?, 
‘ affirm ‘tis 

1 > if Men live ap to’r. 
. Articlethe — 

Nor is fhe herein at all uncharicable of ; 
for there cam be but ont Right, tho’ many Wrongs; Eicher 


_— “i 


: Tite te 
Chriftianiry muft be the true Religion, ofall Refigién js . 
a Fable, and this Religion tells us that none can be | or 

e 


dinarily } faved b the Name of Jefus— At fea 
brprie AB cy : 


and obftinatély “perfecure and 


hate the ver iftian Na ich they muft do if 
they five ip ithe Dre ibtes oben bet Religion. For 


the Jew,he has heard of our Saviour and Biafphemes him, 
and does to this day, tho’ he dares not fhew it, a moftin. 
vererate hatred to all Chriftians---fo~he’s gone. For the 
Mahometan--Tho’ fome good and learned Men of warm 
Brains and Charity, have lately been his Advocares, we 
all know that his Religion is al! a Nonterfical piece of Im. 
pofture, and that he {o mortally heres che Chriftians, that 
Dogs are the beft Names he'll afford ‘em, and expeas hig 
Paradife, fucha one as*tis, a: cic Reward of Murdering 
‘em. — For the Muggletontan, he may e’en be of the Re- 
ligion of the rwolaft, or none ar all, for none knows what 
to make of him. All chat wee’re heard he prevended 
to, was hating the Bible, fome Blafphemy, and a great 
deal of Nonfen‘e, For the Qualter:— We are fure thar 
many, or moft of ’em, have held very dangerous ‘and 
deteftable Opinions. They generally fpeak covrempribly 
of the Bible, and will by no means ‘allow it to be Gods 
Word : They have curn’d it into an odd fort of a jejane 
Allegory, even the higheft and moft facred Truths there. 
in containd, and have fpoken not: very Honourably of 
our Saviour, and almoft generally deny the Triniry, and 
many, ifnotall, embrace the other Socinian Dream of 
the Souls fleeping till the Refurre&tion. Befides , they uf 
neicher of the Sacraments , and if our moft Authentick 
Accounrs don’t impofe uponus, were at their firft appea- 
rance in England, commonly a&ted by a wore Spirit than 
that they pretefd to. Thefe’ris hard to hope well of, 
nor can we fee how with any manner of Propriety they 
can be call’d Chriftians.—— But if chere be any of ‘em 
who have left their firft Principles, and are digeneruted 
into Chriflianity (we ask Pardon for the hasfhnets of the 
Expreffion) and grown more religious , as well as more 
manner.y, there maybe more hopes of ’em, For the 
Anabaptift, it’s cercain both from Popifh and Proreftant 


. Writers, and even Eye-witnefles themfelves , that there 


never wasa fiercer or more dangerous Enemy to all Order 
borh Sacred and Humane, than he was ar his firft appea- 
rance in Germany: But we hope he’s now grown berrer, 
and that ovr Soil has a little ménded his Crab-ftocke 
For we muft own according to. their prefent Writings, 
there are not many Articles of Common Chriftianity, if 
any, which our Englifh Anabaprifts difown, befides that 
of Infant Baptifm, wherein fome Great Men in the Ch. 


» of God have err’d together with’em, 


Qu. 5. How do we call to mind thofe things we bid fore 
Cotten? 

_ Anfw Mr. Hoobs has a very pleafant way of explaia- 
ing this in his Tyipss, or-Difcourfe of Humane Nature, 
where he defines Remembrance by Forgetfulne(s. —» But 
tho” he aflumes never fo Diétatorial ax Air , he muft not 
expe tomake us take Conmradidtions for Oracles. But 
we muft not quarrel, what others advance without bring- 
ing fomething of our own, and allowing the World the 
fame Liberty to cenfure ours. We muft then makea dif- 
ference between: recollefting and remembring, (tho? in‘com- 
mon Speech they are taken for the fame) the later 
whereof is as it were the Effe& of the former. . When 
we wou'd remember any thing more diftin@ly, wheteof we 
had before a confuftd Idea, we.firft recollect or gather to- 
gether in our Minds the Circumfancts: thereof , ‘and’ 
climb trom one thing to the other, (as when we have loft 
any thing about the Houle; we tumble over our Goods to 
flud it, tall by the Relations and: Dipendences there are be- 
tween all things, we ar length arrive at what we defire. 
Yo illuftrate it—'in TravelingeWhen Lhave beenfuch 
or fuch a Road before, I have afort of a Pidturt or Ma 
thereof, at leaft of (ome Principal places therein, inferi- 
bed on my Mind. Now when | return hither again, 1 
fee fuch a Tree or fach a Stone; which 'I remarke I 
went the fame way laft— Thisbrings to mind fach as 
ther, which lies further, or fach a\turtting either’ of tis 
fide or beyond it; by which I know Fam inthe right. 
Qu. 6. Hom Infants, Aged and deformed Perfons {hall « 

epberncy | rg 5 tert 
w. 
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Divines generally agree thall be perfect, 
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